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New COVID outbreak in China worsens
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Translated by
Vision Times Staff

A recent wave of COVID
outbreaks is raging across
China, with lockdowns oc-
curring all over the coun-
try. The pandemic is the
worst it has been in the past
two years , and is far more
serious than the official re-
ports.

On March 28, Shanghai,
home to 26 million peo-
ple, entered lockdown and
broke its previous records
for how much of the city
was closed down. Beijing
is also facing the threat of
a major COVID outbreak.
The authorities warned
people that concealing ex-
posure history and symp-
toms or fever could result
in a death sentence. In the
meantime, Jilin and other
places are building large
numbers of mobile field
hospitals for quarantines.

Since March, Beijing has
taken stringent measures to
combat the outbreak. It has
conducted comprehensive
checks on people who have
been to medium and high-
risk areas. People from
other places are required to
provide a negative nucleic
acid test within 48 hours
and a Beijing Green Health
QR Code before entering
Beijing. Another nucleic
acid test within 72 hours
of arrival in Beijing is also
required.
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in China worsens

(From Page Al)

Beijing also set regula-
tions which state that those
who do not wear masks in
public places or do not heed
warnings will be detained in
prison. Concealing a history
of exposure to infectious
diseases or fever is punish-
able by detention, ranging
from from 3 to 10 years in
prison to life imprisonment
or even a death penalty.

The COVID outbreak con-
tinues to worsen in Shang-
hai, and all 16 jurisdic-
tions have been affected.
Lockdown was announced
on March 27 and Shang-
hai is scrambling to erect
mobile field hospitals. But
the sanitary conditions of
the field hospitals are be-
ing questioned by locals. A
video from mainland China
showed a Shanghai resident
quarantined in a field hos-
pital shouting, “There is no
water in the restroom. There
is a mess of urine and feces.
There is no place to wash.
It feels like a prison. You
(authorities) need to give us
an explanation. We ask very
little. There is no protection,
no sterilization, and no med-
icine!”

Number of positive
cases higher than what
is officially reported?

According to official re-
cords, 21,495 people tested
positive in Shanghai dur-
ing the week of March 23-
29 alone. But a recording
released by an anonymous
citizen suggests that Shang-
hai officials might be con-
cealing the true number of
positive cases. The record-
ing shows that a woman was
tested positive and that her
name was on CDC’s list of
positive cases. Yet, she re-
ceived a negative report.
When she inquired about it,
she was told, “Positive re-
ports are not issued.”

This was indirectly con-
firmed by CDC staff. On
March 29, a staff member
at a district CDC in Shang-
hai said that those who had
mixed test results would be
notified by the CDC to do
another nucleic acid test.
However, no report would
be issued, nor would the
results be connected to the
web query system.

Pod hospital
construction workers
not paid but asked to

pay for quarantine

Since mid-March, the
COVID outbreak has been
severe in Jilin province.
Changchun and Jilin city
were both under lockdown.
Ten rounds of nucleic acid
testing have been conducted
in Changchun so far.

On March 14, Wang Hao
(pseudonym), a migrant
worker from Harbin, went
to Jilin to help build mobile
field hospitals in the high-
tech northern area of Ship-
ing district. He disclosed on
March 26 that they lived in a
temporary shed with no wa-
ter or electricity. “It was ex-
tremely cold”, he said. “The
next day the authorities
found us a shopping mall
that was under renovation
in Jilin’s Changyi district,
and more than 300 migrant
workers lived in that mall.”
He described it as a chaotic
place. He said the work was
heavy and they only had one
night’s rest every two days.
The crowded living con-
ditions led to hundreds of
mass infections, but no one
cared.

Delayed payment of wag-
es was common. What was
worse was that those who
were infected during the
construction period were
told to pay for their own
quarantine.

Humanitarian disaster
in locked-down city

March 23 was the 23rd
day of closure in Cheng-
zhong village of Shenzhen
City. On this day a person
was reported to have died of
starvation on March 17. No
COVID infection was ever
found in that village.

On March 27, Shanghai
announced that it will enter
a lockdown, which caused
public panic. People scram-
bled to stock up and prices
soared One cabbage was
sold at 78 yuan ($12).

On the same day, three
areas in Changsha City, Hu-
nan Province were labeled
as medium-risk areas, and
residents in the areas where
cases were confirmed said
that the places were sudden-
ly sealed off and that they
had no food reserves and
were currently without food.

The pandemic prevention
measures across mainland
China have greatly incon-
venienced Chinese citizens
returning home from over-
seas. For example, a flight
from Zurich, Switzerland to
Shanghai on March 27 was
canceled 20 minutes before
boarding. A flight from Ger-
many to Shanghai on March
28 was canceled 24 hours
before takeoff. The airline
stated that “the flight was
canceled due to the Chinese
government's policies .” A
large number of Chinese
who were preparing to re-
turn home were stranded in
the airport. Vulnerable peo-
ple such as pregnant wom-
en, the elderly, and children
ended up spending the night
on the floor.

BhiEFRAHEEE—Z (Getty Image)
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Drone Expert Describes Russian Weakness in
Ukraine That Could Be a Lesson for Taiwan

By Alina Wang
Vision Times

ccording to the U.S.
Department of Defense,
the Russian military has

not been able to gain air superi-
ority over Ukraine despite hav-
ing fought the country for more
than a month.

Luo Zhengfang, a Taiwanese
drone expert and chairman of
GEOSAT Aerospace & Technol-
ogy Inc. posted on his Facebook
page on March 22 describing fac-
tors that complicate the Russian
military’s efforts to gain the upper
hand and quickly defeat Ukraine.

Space and information
warfare

Luo said that space and infor-
mation networks are the two
major keys to victory in a mod-
ern war, but the Kremlin has
been unable to prevail in either
domain.

According to Luo, while the
Russian army claims to have
destroyed many important
ground air defense radars in
Ukraine, the defenders still man-
aged to down a significant num-
ber of Russian aircraft. This would
indicate that the Russian military
is unable to properly monitor its
aviation; meanwhile, the U.S. and
NATO may be helping Ukraine
monitor aerial targets.

The Ukrainian government
claims that it has shot down 115
Russian aircraft since the invasion
began on Feb. 24. Independent
observation confirms a few dozen
Russian aerial losses, mostly of
ground attack aircraft and heli-
copters.

A S-300 long range surface-to-air missile systems is seen during the celebration of
the 70th anniversary of the end of World War Il in the city of Minsk on May 9, 2015.

Luo described how the U.S. mil-
itary uses sophisticated warfare
technology that includes vari-
ous military satellites for com-
munications, remote sensing,
synthetic-aperture radars and
reconnaissance systems that are
not affected by the weather and
function 24 hours a day.

Assisting Ukraine’s
resistance fighters

Although the U.S. and NATO
have ruled out direct involvement
in the war so long as Moscow does
not enter NATO territory, the U.S.
might be sharing what it sees via
its Airborne Early Warning and
Control (AEW&C) systems with
Kiev, helping Ukraine’s fighters
in detecting the trajectory of Rus-
sian aircraft and missiles.

The Ukrainian army would
then feed this information to its
anti-aircraft forces as a matter of
course, Luo said.

Luo further observed that the
Russian military has not been
able to utilize advanced guided
weapons as much as might be
expected. In particular, the fact
that many of Russia’s ballistic
missiles either malfunctioned,
crashed, or missed targets shows
that the Russian navigation and
satellite positioning system is
weak.

Luo also claimed that Ukraine
was able to take advantage of
space and information networks
to suppress various kinds of
Russian search radar, effectively
blinding the enemy and degrad-
ing their communication.

66

Spaceand
information
networks are the
two major keys
tovictoryina
modern war, but
the Kremlin has
been unable to
prevail in either
domain.”

Luo Zhengfang, Taiwanese drone
expert and chairman of GEOSAT
Aerospace & Technology Inc.

The expert somewhat dramati-
cally added that “the Russian mil-
itary became like scattered sand
and was defeated one by one.”

Russia claims that it has
achieved the effective neutrali-
zation of Ukrainian military avi-
ation and air defenses, though it
is unclear to what extent this is
the case. Reports and footage of
aerial combat have become fewer
as the war drags on, though Rus-
sian missile, artillery, and bomber
attacks continue across Ukraine
targetting military bases and
infrastructure.

Last week on March 18, a Rus-
sian MiG-31K fighter launched
a Kinzhal hypersonic missile,
which struck a Ukrainian mili-
tary depot, according to the Rus-
sian Ministry of Defense. U.S.

President Joe Biden later con-
firmed the use of the missile,
a weapon he said was “almost
impossible to stop.”

Taiwan keeping tabs?

Finally, Luo believes that the
Ukrainian experience in the war
could be a lesson for Taiwan.
Though the self-ruling island
is seemingly very connected to
its democratic allies, assistance
from the U.S’s army structure
and modern warfare equipment
may prove to be vital tools for
Taiwan’s survival if a war were
to take place.

Taiwan, officially known as the
Republic of China (ROC), once
governed all of China before
being forced off the mainland by
communist rebels, who founded
the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) in 1949.

Beijing does not recognize
either the ROC or an independent
Taiwan, insisting that any coun-
try wishing to pursue diplomatic
relations with it must first break
official ties with Taipei under its
One-China policy. This, in addi-
tion to Taiwan’s expulsion from
the U.N. half a century ago, has
resulted in the island being iso-
lated from the global community.

Though Beijing has indicated its
preference for a peaceful “reunifi-
cation,” it does not rule out mili-
tary force and has vowed to claim
Taiwan by any means necessary.
The mainland regime also views
Taiwan as a renegade province
that must be “returned to the
homeland,” and has repeatedly
threatened military action against
any countries that defend its sov-
ereignty.
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By Leo Timm
Vision Times

a. taglance, frontlines in the
ongoing Russian invasion
of Ukraine have remained

largely static since mid-March,

when troops taking part in the

Kremlin’s “special military oper-

ation” found themselves stretched

thin.

But on a strategic level, the
challenges for Ukraine remain
steep. There is little chance of
the defenders pushing Rus-
sian forces out of the terri-
tory already conquered, much
of which is Russian-speak-
ing. Meanwhile, a large con-
tingent of the Ukrainian mil-
itary is engaged in the eastern
part of the country, which is
threatened by Russian troops
on three fronts.

Should the Kremlin succeed
with an encirclement of these
forces, it would not only doom
tens of thousands of experi-
enced — and irreplaceable —
Ukrainian troops, but also
hand Russia victory in a key
part of the country: the Don-
bass region, which contains
two separatist “republics” that
function as arms of Moscow.

The current military conflict
originates in 2014, when a coup
amid bloody unrest ousted
Ukraine’s Russia-friendly pres-
ident Viktor Yakunovych. Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
has presented the status of
Ukraine, which was part of the
Soviet Union and before that
the Russian Empire, as being of
vital importance to Russia; the
Ukrainian government for its
part has engaged in intensive
efforts to reinforce Ukrainian
culture and language as sepa-
rate from its eastern neighbor.

Slow advance

Russian forces are confounded
by supply problems, inadequate air
support, and the difficulty of tak-
ing urban areas held by the defend-
ers. Along the northern front, the
major cities of Kiev — Ukraine’s
capital — and Kharkov, the coun-

One Month In,
Jkraine Continues
Jphill Struggle Against
Russian Invasion

Even as Moscow shifts focus to ‘liberating’ eastern region;—=
Ukrainian forces face grim prospects y

try’s second-largest city and a key
industrial center, have held for more
than a month since Putin announced
the operation to “demilitarize” and
“denazify” Ukraine on Feb. 24.

Chernihiv and Sumy, two
towns along the Ukraine-Russia
border, have been bypassed by
the Russian advance, but present
a thorn in the Russian military’s
side, threatening their supply as
they fight for Kiev and its envi-
rons.

A well-publicized factor in
the Ukrainian defense are the
thousands of NLAW and Jave-
lin anti-tank missiles provided
by the U.S. and other Western
countries, which have proved
devastating to Russian tanks
and armored vehicles. This is
especially the case when Russian
forces attempt to attack urban
areas.

The war has not gone to Ukraine’s
favor as much in the south, where
Russians managed to conquer the
port city of Kherson, occupying the
entire south bank of the Dnieper
River that bisects Ukraine. While an
attempt by the Russian army to take
another port, Mikolayiv, has been
so far repelled, the invader contin-
ues to hold positions north of the
Dnieper, threatening the central city
of Kryviy Rih; Zaporizhia Nuclear
Power Plant, which supplies nearly
aquarter of Ukraine’s electricity, fell
in early March.

Advancing from the Crimean
peninsula, Russian forces linked
up with troops from the Don-
bass separatist regions, creating
aland bridge etween Russia and
Crimea, which Moscow annexed
in 2014. The city of Mariupol,
defended among others by the
national socialist Azov Battal-
ion, has all but fallen after a pro-
tracted battle.

Shift to the east

On Friday, March 25, the Rus-
sian General Staff declared that
the “first stage of the operation”
in Ukraine was coming to an
end, with the “main objectives”
having “generally been accom-
plished.”

The Kremlin’s defense minis-

try said that 93 percent of the
Lugansk region and 54 percent
of neighboring Donetsk — the
two Russian-speaking separatist
“people’s republics” in the Don-
bass — had been “liberated.”

According to the Russian mil-
itary, Ukrainian warmaking
ability “has been considerably
reduced,” making it “possible to
focus our core efforts on achiev-
ing the main goal, the liberation
of Donbass."

Some observers speculated
that the announcement indi-
cated that Russia was redefining
its goals from the “demilitari-
zation” of all Ukraine to some-
thing more manageable, given
the length of the war and heavy
casualties incurred.

But this shift comes as Rus-
sia deploys more troops into
the town of Izyum, a commu-
nity between the city of Kharkov
and the Lugansk-Donetsk area.
Izyum occupies an important
link to the Ukrainian forma-
tions mostly in Donetsk, which
observers say are pinned down
and hard-pressed to mount an
organized retreat to the west.

These forces represent much
of the Ukrainian Armed Forces’
crack troops, as Kiev has been
battling the separatists in Don-
bass since 2014. Another strong
concentration of Ukrainian
troops is defending the capital;

(Image: Joe Raedle/Gett

vy Images)
-

-

e Trostyanets, Site Of Fierce Battle
And Russian Occupation, Retaken By
Ukrainian Forces.

where Russian units have occu-
pied much of the northwestern
approach and part of the east.
The bulk of these troops invaded
from the north via Belarus, Rus-
sia’s ally.

Ukraine’s government claims
that Russia has sustained 15,000
dead and thousands more
wounded in the invasion; Rus-
sian authorities put the figure
of soldiers lost at around 1,350,
while saying that the Ukrainians
have lost more than 16,000 per-
sonnel killed in action. The Pen-
tagon’s estimates fall between
the two figures.

According to the U.S., Russia
has committed around three-
quarters of its combat forces to
Ukraine, though they are to be
reinforced by 130,000 conscripts
in April. In late March, troops
and equipment were reportedly
being redeployed from far-flung
parts of Russia, including the
Far Fast in Siberia, to aid in the
Ukrainian campaign.

Both sides have accused the
other of war crimes; Ukraine
claims that Russia has delib-
erately targeted civilians while
Moscow says that the Ukraini-
ans have purposefully deployed
troops near noncombatants and
in residential areas.

Recently, Russian planes
reportedly bombed a theater
filled with sheltering children in

www.VisionTimes.com

the besieged city of Mariupol,
causing hundreds of deaths.
The U.N. says that thousands
of civilians have been killed in
the war.

The Kremlin for its part has
claimed that Ukrainian troops
have used force to prevent the
safe passage of civilians leaving
battlezones. Videos have cir-
culated in recent days show-
ing what appear to be Russian
prisoners of war (POWs) being
tortured by their captors. The
Ukrainian government ques-
tioned the veracity of the vid-
eos, but reminded its forces to
follow the Geneva Convention,
which calls for the humane
treatment of POWs.

Photos and videos of civil-
ians in various parts of Ukraine
being tied or taped to poles
or trees and being subject to
humiliation or abuse for alleged
offenses — ranging from loot-
ing to speaking Russian — have
also elicited concern.

How long can
Ukraine hold?

Though thousands of Ukrain-
ian citizens have joined the
military since the war began
as volunteers or conscripts, the
country’s trained troops and
heavy equipment are in short
supply. Due to the continued
presence of Ukrainian anti-air
defenses, the Russian air force
is unable to operate freely, but
Ukraine’s own planes — which
engaged the enemy in the early
stage of the conflict — are nary
to be seen.

Russia has continued heavy
bombardment of Ukrainian
airports, arsenals, fuel depots,
and repair facilities all across
the country, something that
must also be factored into
assessments of Kiev’s ability
to continue resistance, espe-
cially if it is to retake territory
or simply move large numbers
of troops.

On-the-ground reports suggest
that fighting for Izyum and other
key areas is fierce. Meanwhile,
observers warn that despite Rus-
sia’s shift to prioritize the east, it
will not let up on Kiev, as the Krem-
lin will likely consider it strategi-
cally important to keep Ukrain-
ian forces tied up near the capital.

Russia’s invasion, which the
Kremlin says is partially a reac-
tion to the US-led NATO alli-
ance’s push for closer ties with
Ukraine in recent years, has
seen massive sanctions lev-
ied by Washington and allied
countries on Russia, pushing
the world’s largest country to
look to nations such as China
and India — both of which have
not condemned the invasion —
as for continued trade.

Billions in Western aid have
been earmarked for Ukraine,
though most of this will come
in the form of small arms, more
anti-tank weaponry, and non-
lethal supplies.

Ukrainian president Volo-
dymyr Zelensky has peti-
tioned the West for shipments
of heavy weapons and aircraft,
and called for NATO to impose
a “no-fly zone” over Ukrainian
airspace. NATO has rejected
such requests, which would
bring Western forces into direct
conflict with the Russian mil-
itary and risk World War III.
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General Patton, A Soldier Inspired by God

Vision Times Staff

en. George Patton,
who fought in
both world wars, is

considered one of the most
successful military leaders in
American history. In his years
of service, he faced a critical
moment in the battle between
good and evil. Most of the
world’s research on him centers
around his combat tactics and
leadership style, while his faith
in God and conviction to fight
for God’s will is often neglected.

Patton was famous for
creating “miracles” by turning
rookie soldiers without combat
experience into excellent
fighters within a short time.
People generally praise his
tactics and consider the Third
Army under his command
as the most powerful troops
in World War II. The U.S.
Army even adopted General
Patton’s combat tactics into its
military academy curriculum.
Countless generals have been
inspired by his military career,
the success of which can be
attributed to three of his key
traits: strict discipline, grit, and
faith in God.

Strict discipline

Patton was highly disciplined.
While attending the military
academy, he pursued perfection
in everything he did — from
training and competition to
making the bed. He worked
tirelessly to be the best he could
be.

Patton cared a great deal
about personal appearance.
He wore perfectly tailored
uniforms and ordered every
officer to wear a rank badge on
the battlefield, even if it would
make them the enemy’s target.
He believed that identifying
one’s rank was not only an
honor but also a discipline.

Patton’s discipline was also
shown in his leadership. Even
as a high-ranking general, he
believed in working on the
frontline alongside his soldiers.
He helped out with carrying
goods and directed traffic. He
was shot and wounded on the
front line numerous times.
Patton trained his soldiers
hard, but he also recognized
and rewarded them for their
accomplishments. All soldiers
were proud of being in the Third
Army and had admiration for
Patton. According to some of
them, every time Patton showed
up, his energetic current could
be felt by everyone present.

Patton’s belief, and his
disappointment

Patton’s two cousins were
pastors and he also considered
the priesthood in his early years
before eventually deciding
to become a soldier. Philip,
his roommate at West Point
Military Academy, recalled
that Patton knelt by the bed

Patton's
success can be
attributed to

three of his key _

traits: strict
discipline,
grit, and faith
in God.

and prayed every night for
God’s guidance. He continued
to pray during the wars. He
often visited churches on the
battlefield and brought the
Bible with him.

When he commanded his
first large-scale sea crossing
and attack in North Africa
without having any experience
in amphibious operations, he
wrote in his diary that God was
with him and his men, 40 hours
before they were set to enter
battle. Patton was confident
that divine aid would allow him
to make the right decisions asa
commander.

The last year of Patton’s life
was 1945. The German army
surrendered and the allied
forces were looking forward
to victory, but Patton was
worried. He sensed an evil force
wreaking havoc as the Soviet
Red Army expanded during
World War II. Patton discerned
the communist superpower’s
ambition to dominate the
world, a goal that would cause
large-scale conflict between
liberty and communism in the
future. He felt powerless.

In the later stages of the war,
the Soviets robbed and looted
across Eastern Europe. Still,
the Allied powers were afraid
of offending the Soviet Union
and tolerated the Red Army’s
trampling of the lands it had
“liberated” as well as its moves
to destroy democracy there.
Patton had a plan for the Third
Army to occupy Prague and
Berlin, but the Allied leaders
rejected his proposal, loathe to
begin further campaigns after
Nazi Germany had just been
defeated.

The Allied Forces
headquarters disregarded
Patton’s warning and allowed
the Soviet Union to do what
it pleased in the countries it
occupied. Patton was angered
that seemingly no one took
notice of the rising communist
threat.

In his diary, Patton vented his
disappointment, and expressed
his fears that communism
would only continue to spread
in the face of appeasement-
prone democratic leadership.

On Dec. 9 of that year, Patton
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One of America's greatest military leaders, General George S. Patton, had deep faith in God.

was critically injured in a car
accident near Speyer, Germany.
Twelve days later, he died at
the age of 60. According to his
will, Patton chose to be buried
in the Luxembourg American
Cemetery alongside his soldiers
in the Third Army who died in
the war.

On the day of his death, a
Friday, all the service clubs in
Heidelberg that hosted the U.S.
military closed for business,
and every family lowered the
flag to half-staff to pay tribute
to him.

Per Patton’s predictions,
communism indeed continued
to expand and grow in
strength. The Soviet Union
was eventually contained and
collapsed in the 1990s, but the
Chinese Communist Party,
which in 1949 took power
over the world’s most populous
nation, has surpassed even the
strength of the Soviet menace
and even wields considerable

Patton vented hi

disappointment,

and expressed
his fears that
communism
would only
continue to

spread in the face

of appeasement-
prone
democratic

leadership.

-

i

S 0

"r“*

VISION TIMES COMPOSITE

WIKIMEDIA /CC0 1.0

Patton, who was highly disciplined in everything he did, is seen here in a fencing match at the 1912

Summer Olympics.

S

WIKIMEDIA /CC0 1.0

General Patton, seen here during a welcome home parade in Los Angeles, June 9, 1945, felt that
communism would one day threaten the United States.
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Weng

His Horse

A Blessing in Disguise

By Lucy Crawford

raditional Chinese philos-
Tophy draws heavily from

Daoist thought. In an
ancient Daoist book, Huainan Zi
(HFIF), there is a famous story
about “blessings” and “misfor-
tune.”

During the Warring States
period (8kE71X481-405 BC),
there was an old man living near
the edge of the Great Wall of
China. His name, Sai Weng, told
much about him, as it meant “a
man living at the nation’s border.”

Sai Weng had many horses.
One day one of them went miss-
ing. When the neighbors heard
about this, they all came to com-
fort him, telling him there was
no need to be too anxious, as he
was old and should take care of
his health. Seeing so many peo-
ple comforting him, Sai Weng
smiled and said, “Losing a horse
is not a big loss, and it may bring
blessings.”

The neighbors felt that was a
strange thing for him to say. The
loss of the horse was obviously
a bad thing, but he thought it
might be a good thing. He
must be deceiving him-
self to avoid the pain
of the lost horse. A few
days later, however, the
lost horse not only came
home of its own accord,
but also brought back a stal-
lion.

When the neighbors heard
that the horse had returned
on its own, they admired Sai
Weng’s foresight and congrat-
ulated him, saying, “You have
foresight. Not only did you not
lose your horse, but it brought
back another fine horse. What a
blessing!”

When he heard the neighbors’
congratulations, he did not look
happy at all and said with con-
cern, “Itis not necessarily a bless-

ing to get a fine horse for noth-
ing. The horse may cause some
trouble.”

The neighbors thought his pos-
turing was purely the cunning of
the elderly. In his heart, he must
surely be happy, only he did not
want to express it.

Sai Weng had an only son who
was very fond of riding horses.
He admired the new horse with
beautiful long hooves; its neigh
was loud and clear, and its body
strong and powerful. The son
knew it was a fine horse. He rode
it every day and was very pleased
with himself.

One day, the horse was a lit-
tle too excitable. He stumbled
and Sai Weng’s son fell off the
horse and broke his leg. When
his neighbors heard about it, they
came to offer their condolences.

Sai Weng said, “It’s nothing.
It’s probably a blessing to have a
broken leg considering his life is
saved.” The neighbors

Sai Weng's

neighbors could
not understand
him, but he taught
them the principle  he

B5 Wisdom

=P E

thought

talk-

was

. . ing nonsense again. They
ofa blessnlg 1n couldn’t think of any blessing that
ding.iSC. could come from breaking one’s

leg.

Soon afterward, China was
being invaded by a foreign tribe.
All the young men were drafted
into the army, but Sai Weng’s son
could not join because of his bro-
ken leg. Most of the young men
who enlisted died in the war, yet
Sai Weng’s son survived.

Things may not be what they

appear to be. Yin and Yang coex-
ist and evolve constantly. The
human world is extremely com-
plicated. Very often, what seems

www.VisionTimes.com

bad could be good and what
appears right is actually wrong.
Hence, learning to discern good
from bad, right from wrong is
a lifetime pursuit. When we
attain wisdom like Sai Wengs,
nothing can stress, discourage
or bother us; because wisdom,
or Dao, can offer us a construc-
tive perspective to change how
we think and feel.

In the face of adversity, this
Chinese folktale reminds us to
stay hopeful. Something that
appears to be unfortunate at the
moment may very well work out
for the better in the end.
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