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Mysteries around the China Eastern Airlines crash
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Translated by
Vision Times Staff

On March 21, a Boe-
ing 737, which carried 132
people (123 passengers and
9 crew members), crashed
in Guangxi, a shock to both
the Chinese government and
the Chinese people. There
are many uncommon aspects
about the crash. The list of
victims has not yet been re-
leased, and the cause of the
accident is still under inves-
tigation.

A Vertical Crash

The aircraft, which had a
good safety record, was de-
livered on June 22, 2015, at
an age of 6.8 years. It was a
Boeing 737-800NG, number
B1791, of China Eastern Air-
lines Yunnan Company. On
March 21, the plane was fly-
ing from Kunming to Guang-
zhou, and its flight code was
MUS5735. At 13:15 Beijing
time, the aircraft took off
from Kunming Changshui
International Airport and was
expected to land at Guang-
zhou Airport at 14:57. At
14:20, the aircraft had an
abnormality, the altitude sud-
denly fell below cruising al-
titude. At 14:23, the aircraft
crashed in Mo Pai Village,
Luangnan Town, Wuzhou
City, Guangxi Province.

The plane fell vertically,
and no international distress
call was made before the
crash. The accident site is a
mountain pass surrounded
by mountains on three sides,
with only a path to the acci-
dent site.

Chinese authorities an-
nounced on March 23 that
a black box of the crashed
aircraft has been found. No
survivors have been found
among the 132 people on
board. To date, the passenger
list of MUS5735 has not been
officially released, nor has
the crew list.

Aviation
professionals:
this is strange

Many in the aviation indus-
try say that the Eastern Air-
lines crash is highly unusual.
Jeff Guzzetti, former head of
the FAA’s accident investi-
gation, told Bloomberg that
it is rare for an aircraft with
an outstanding safety record
like the Boeing 737-800 to
crash. He considered it very
strange.

(To Page A3)
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Mysteries around the
China Eastern Airlines crash

(From Page A1)

Alex Macheras, an inde-
pendent aviation analyst, told
CNBC that a dramatic descent
was simply unprecedented,
especially at cruise altitude.

The former editor-in-chief
of Air Transport World,
Thomas Jefferies, an inter-
nationally renowned aviation
safety expert, said that the
accident was extremely rare.
Based on his comment, there
were two strange details: one
was that there was no distress
signal or smoke in the air, and
the second was the vertical
fall, which is extremely rare.

According to an interna-
tional agreement, the U.S.
may join the crash investiga-
tion because the aircraft was
built in the U.S. The National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) said it has appointed
a senior aviation safety inves-
tigator as an authorized U.S.
representative, and represen-
tatives from Boeing, General
Electric, and the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA)
will serve as technical advis-
ers to assist in the investiga-
tion. Investigators will work
to recover the "black box"
containing cockpit voice re-
cordings and flight data, and
they may also examine the air-
plane's previous flight, main-
tenance history, weather data,
and the health of the pilot.

Family members
of the crash are
under control

In the aftermath of the ac-
cident, some articles that ana-
lyzed the cause of the crash
from a professional point
of view were officially shut
down. For example, Chinese
journal Caijing interviewed
civil aviation industry in-
sider Hanming Li, who said
that there are generally three
causes of such accidents:
"First, the pilot intended to
commit suicide; second, he
was hit by a missile or other
foreign object; and third,
there was a problem with the
design or maintenance of the

aircraft.” This article was sub-
sequently deleted.

Another article in the jour-
nal stated that, due to the huge
losses caused by the pandemic
in the past two years, China
Eastern Airlines has been re-
ducing costs through various
means, including strict control
of maintenance costs. This ar-
ticle was also subsequently
deleted in China. In addition,
Weibo has started to clean
up "non-compliant" accounts
and content on topics related
to the China Eastern Airlines
crash, and has adopted a 30-
day to permanent ban on com-
ments.

On March 22, families who
lost their loved ones in the
crash arrived at Baiyun Air-
port in Guangzhou to await
news, but the authorities iso-
lated them away in the name
of pandemic prevention, and
they were guarded by person-
nel in full protective gear.

Unusual reaction
from Zhongnanhai

On March 21, the day of the
accident, Xi Jinping and Li
Keqiang immediately request-
ed a thorough investigation
into the cause of the accident,
and Liu He, China’s Vice-Pre-
mier, rushed to the scene that
night. AFP reported that the
Chinese Communist Party’s
top brass had an unusual and
quick response this time.

China Eastern  Airlines
Group, the airline involved
in the crash, is headquartered
in Shanghai. One of the many
public roles of Jiang Zemin's
son, Jiang Mianheng, is mem-
ber of the board of directors
of the Shanghai Airport Group
Corporation. The company's
first-ever "bribery" scandal
was reported last year, a case
where 12 senior executives
of China Eastern Airlines fell
from the company's corrup-
tion scandal throughout 2006
to 2013. The analysis suggests
that it is worth observing
whether the crash is related to
the officials’ power struggle
within the Communist Party.
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Ukraine Is Unveiling Digital Currency
and a Social Credit System

By Victor Westerkamp &
Neil Campbell
Vision Times

kraine has been stealthily
working hard on fulfill-
ing all boxes of the World

Economic Forum’s (WEF) Great
Reset checklist: digital identity,
vaccination passports, universal
basic income (UBI), and a social
credit system in one.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky recently announced that he
had legalized all cryptocurrency
exchanges, national and interna-
tional.

The move came after millions of
US dollars in funds started flow-
ing into the country after it began
pandering for donations in early
March. The country has already
absorbed more than $63 million
in crypto donations, according to
CNBC.

The transition to state-regulated
cryptocurrency is yet another criti-
cal step Ukraine has taken in becom-
ing the vanguard for the Great Reset,
the socio-economic new world order
inspired by the Chinese communist
social credit model.

Other features

The introduction of cryptocur-
rency into the state financial sys-
tem goes hand in hand with digi-
tal identity, vaccination passports,
social credit scores, UBI, and
many other applications, which
are all combined in the already
operational Diia app.

The Diia app allows Ukrainians
to manage all of their nearly 50
government-related “paperwork,”
services, such as paying taxes or

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky (R) at the World Economic Forum (WEF) 2020 meeting in Davos following behind WEF
Chairman Klaus Schwab’s footsteps, not only physically but also ideologically. Zelensky announced Ukraine would be the first
nation toimplement virtually all the Great Reset’s key hallmarks, including its own nationwide version of the infamous social
credit model paired with a universal basic income-style helicopter money system. CC :

The transition to
state-regulated
cryptocurrency is
another critical step
Ukraine has taken
in becoming the
vanguard for the
Great Reset.

fines, renewal or replacement of ID
documents, and redeeming their
social benefits.

Credits for jabs

According to the Govern-
ment of Ukraine’s website on
Feb. 14, just days before Russian
began its “special military opera-
tion” to “denazify” Ukraine, the
ePidtrymka program launched
on December 19, 2021 and is
scheduled to last for a total of
one year, expiring December
18, 2022.

The program’s stated goal was
to “aimed at encouraging peo-
ple to get vaccinated against
COVID-19 and supporting those
sectors of the economy that have
suffered the most from quaran-

tine restrictions.”

Ukrainian citizens aged 14+
were eligible to credit 1,000 hry-
vnias ($34 USD approx.) to their
account if they could prove to
have been double injected, and
were offered another 500 hryvnias
for having accepted a booster.

The ePidtrymka program
will be implemented in several
stages, the governmental web-
site stated. “In the first stage, the
funds will be received through
the Diia application. In the sec-
ond stage (II-IIT quarter of 2022)
there will be offered [sic] an alter-
native offline mechanism, which
is currently being elaborated.
People who do not have smart-
phones will be able to apply for
help offline.”

www.VisionTimes.com

President

Volodymyr
Zelensky had
legalized all
cryptocurrency
exchanges, national
and international.

According to authorities, about
3.5 million people over 60 have
a valid vaccination certificate,
the website said. Meanwhile,
8.6 billion hryvnias have been
wired to Ukrainians’ accounts
through the program’s regula-
tion, of which already 3 billion
has been converted into payment
for housing and communal ser-
vices, authorities said.

Relying on quotes from Deputy
Minister of Finance Oleksandr
Hryban, more than a billion hry-
vnias have been spent on books
and more than 300 million hry-
vnias were traded for medicine.

Hryban called it a “significant
support for the publishing busi-
ness.”

Announced on March 8 and
also available through the
ePidtrymka portal, authorities
will distribute 6,500 hryvnias for
victims of the war with Russia.
The funds are earmarked under
the pretext of “supporting the
population in those areas where
the most active hostilities occur.”

TikToker Arrested for Disclosing Location
of Ukrainian Military Units Online
Resulting in Deadly Attack

By Todd Crawford
Vision Times

Ukrainian TikToker was
arrested after posting a
video depicting the loca-

tion of a Ukrainian military unit
parked near the Retroville shop-
ping mall in the Ukrainian capi-
tal of Kyiv that the Russian mili-
tary then attacked and destroyed.

On Sunday, Russian forces
attacked the shopping mall on
the northwestern outskirts of
Kyiv that resulted in the deaths
of at least eight people, Reuters
reported.

The Security Service of Ukraine
said, “A TikToker recently posted
on the internet about the location
of the Ukrainian military in Kyiv.
Later the shopping center, where
our defenders were, was subjected

Aview of the aftermath of the Retroville shopping mall following a Russian shelling
attack which killed Eight people on March 21, 2022 in Kyiv, Ukraine. The destruc-
tion of the mall and the subsequent loss of lives is being blamed on a TikToker
who posted a video online depicting Ukrainian military units near the mall.

to a powerful missile strike by the
Russian occupiers.”

“Knowingly or unknowingly,
this man worked as a corrector
for the enemy — an investigation
will be established,” The Ukrain-
ian Security Service said.

Following the attack, the Secu-
rity Service posted a video to Face-
book of the TikToker apologizing
for disclosing the location of the
military unit.

Under the video the post in
part reads, “The video shows a
tiktoker, who for days has been
posting on the Internet materials
about the deployment of Ukrain-
ian soldiers in Kyiv ... It is bet-
ter to work in reverse: give us
information about the location
of the warrior [Russians], and the
Ukrainian troops will ensure its
reduction!”

In the video the man identified
himself as Artemev Pavel Alex-
andrevich and said he was a cit-
izen of Kyiv while urging peo-
ple to “not put stuff on TikTok.”

It remains unclear when exactly
Alexandrevich posted the video
however Russian news outlet Pra-

vada reported that he had posted
it on February 24, the first day of
Russia’s invasion.

Ukrainian officials have been
telling citizens not to post foot-
age or pictures online of Ukrain-
ian military movements in case
it assists the Russian forces with
identifying targets.

Russia’s defense ministry jus-
tified the attack saying on Mon-
day that it had targeted the “non-
functioning” shopping mall
because they believed it was a
“store of ammunition” and rock-
ets by Ukrainian forces, Sky News
reported.

It remains to be confirmed
whether or not the shopping mall
was indeed being used to store
military equipment.

However, Kyiv citizens told The
Guardian that Ukrainian forces
were using the entire area as a
base because it was located a short
distance from Russian occupied
Irpin.

Retroville shopping
center attack
The attack destroyed large parts

of the newly constructed Retroville
shopping centre in Kyiv and was
most probably a missile strike. It
destroyed the southern section of
the vast mall at around 10:45pm.
Locals said the attack shook the
entire city.

The mall, which opened in early
2020, just prior to the beginning
of the pandemic, contained 250
shops sporting western brands and
also had a multiplex cinema and
3,000 parking stalls.

A local man, who identified him-
self only as Vladimir, told The
Guardian, “I was just minding
my business at home. My apart-
ment shook with the force of the
blast. I thought the building would
collapse.”

“Around the shattered shopping
centre, hardly a single window has
survived the blast. Shards of bro-
ken glass litter the paving stones at
the foot of the 20-storey tenement
blocks,” The Guardian reported.

One local said while pointing to
the devastation, “That was where
the shopping centre offices were.
Luckily there was no one in there
at the time.”

Another local, identified only
as Constantin, said he was there
when the attack occurred.

“It blew everything sky high. I
don’t know if it was a missile or a
massive rocket. It landed right on
the gym club,” he said.

Six bodies that were recovered
from the scene were dressed in
military fatigues.
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10 Ways to Keep Your

F Nails B Ferel

By Raven Montmorency

he first impression
often is the strongest
and while a smile does

matter, nails also play a vital
role in creating a strong and
positive impact. Whether you
go to a nail salon for a man-
icure and pedicure or sim-
ply stay satisfied with thor-
oughly scrubbing your hands
and nails with a loofah, car-
ing for your nails is a part of a
self-care routine that you need
to incorporate into your daily
cleaning routine.

Many people have the habit
of biting their nails when
stressed or it has become an
action deeply rooted in their
subconscious, but it is not
always true that chewing on
nails will make them rot. The
main reason you should not
chew on them is that chewing

I often destroys the shape of the
nails making them grow in a
ngled and uneven way.

What are the signs of healthy nails?
Another thing that you should consider is whether your nails are healthy or not. You may not chew them, but your nails might still
be brittle and break easily. In fact, many studies have revealed that your nails often show signs and symptoms of other underlying

health concerns, like very pale nails, which can often be indicative of anemia. That said, the nails too have their own indicators of if
they are feeling well or not. If you want to know whether your nails are healthy or not, look for these signs:

0

A Pinkish white nailplatess

A Existence of cuticles

A White tips of the nails and the elongated parts are of equal length in all the nails oo
A The half-moon at the base is prominent ®

Ways to naturally care for your nails
Often, time plays a constraint in making appointments with nail salons, but when you are at home, you can always follow some

age-old tips that not only will ensure that your nails are beautiful but also positively affect your overall health.

1.Healthy diet

The first thing that often
solves many of the problems
is finding and maintaining
a proper and balanced diet.
Ensure that your diet is rich
in vitamins and if required
do consult a doctor to add
required vitamin supple-
ments to your daily diet. This
will work wonders not only on
your nails, but also on your
hair and skin.

6.Keep nails

away from

harmful chemicals

When you do dishes or wash
clothes with your hands, you
are subjecting your nails to
chemicals that are harsher on
them. To keep your nails free
from contact with such chem-
icals, wear gloves while doing
household chores.

2.Trimmed nails

Long nails might seem fash-
ionable, butif you have a really
hard-working schedule, you
should consider keeping your
nails trimmed. Some people
are blessed with fast-growing
nails, but whatever be the rate
of growth of the nails, keeping
them trimmed not only helps
maintain the shape but also
will save you from the heart-
ache of broken nails.

7.Try lemon scrubbing

Another great way to keep
your nails clean and strong is
to use lemon. Take a lemon
slice and rub it on the nails
thoroughly. Keep it on till the
juice dries and wash off with
lukewarm water.

3.Keep cuticles

moisturized

Nails are dead skin, but the
base of the nails and the cuti-
cles are not. These need min-
iaturization and the cuticles
often suffer the most, espe-
cially if you have dry skin.
Moisturizing the cuticles pre-
vents chapped and tearing of
the skin, especially since cuti-
clesare harder and more prone
to drying. Try an aloe vera or
cocoa butter moisturizer for
these are rich in vitamin E.

8.Keep nails dry

Whenever you get your
hands wet make sure that you
dry them using a proper towel
rather than letting the water
cool off from the skin. Wet
nails are often more prone to
breaking.

4.Baking soda

is your friend
Baking soda is known to
work wonders as a gentle
exfoliator, but did you know
that this wonder scrubber
also helps you get at the
deeply ingrained dirt that
seems to never be apart
from your nails.

9.Avoid acrylics

and gels

While this looks great, acryl-
ics and gels are often known
to cause damage to your nails.
While acrylics have harmful
chemicals, gels use a quick-dry
technique that causes cracking
of the cuticle.

5.Know the

right way to file nails

Contrary to what you see on
TV, filing nails is not taking
the rough nail filer and going
zig and zag on the nails. Fil-
ingis always done in one direc-
tion and always uses a softer
nail filer.

10.0pt for

natural nail polishes

Parabens and sulfates are
bad not only for your hair but
also for your nails. Avoid pol-
ishes that contain these ingre-
dients.

Healthy nails not only make you feel good, but they also brush up your confidence. Try going natural as much as you can. One of the best ways to
ensure moisture and clean nails is using olive oil as a moisturizer. Not only is it natural, but it’s also rich in vitamin E, which cares for the nail from

deep down. Whether this will help your nails grow or not is a matter of debate, but moisturizing definitely helps keep the cuticles stay strong. With
these natural ways, you can always flaunt the best aspects of yourself whenever you step out of the house.
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Who Became

The
Commoner

a Legendary Chinese
Emperor

Have you heard of Qin Shi Huang, the emperor who united
China? How about Kublai Khan, the mighty Mongolian warrior
who invaded China and established the Yuan Dynasty? Or

perhaps the Qing emperor Kang Xi,

the great patron of the arts?

By Tea with Erping

ach of these powerful men advanced
E Chinese civilization in a different

period of history, and each came from
a ruling family of noble clans, as per Chi-
na’s dynastic tradition which lasted for thou-
sands of years until the early 20th century.

The great emperor I want to introduce
today is a man who lived many centuries
earlier, between 2334 and 2234 B.C. He was
born with the name Shun (). Shun would
become known as one of China’s five leg-
endary sage kings. The great historian, Sima
Qian, wrote about him in Shiji, or Records
of the Grand Historian, so his story is one
that future Chinese emperors, like Qin Shi
Huang of the Qin Dynasty, Kublai Khan of
the Yuan Dynasty, and Kangxi of the Qing
Dynasty would all have known.

But Shun began life as a poor peasant.
How did this very ordinary person come to
rule all of China?

As a child, Shun lived on a farm with his
father, stepmother, and half-brother. In fact,
his whole family couldn’t stand their eldest
son. They even tried to kill him unsuccess-
fully on multiple occasions. But despite his
abusive family, Shun never stopped being
filial to both his parents and was always
caring towards his younger half-brother.
He would happily do anything they asked
of him. It was said that the family couldn’t
kill Shun when they wanted to, yet when
they needed him, he was always around.

Shun was an extraordinary person even
from a young age. When he was 17, he was
driven out of the house and became home-
less, so he made a living as a laborer. In fact,
wherever he traveled, he proved diligent
and resourceful. People liked and respected
him. Shun first became an apprentice in a
village by the Yellow River that produced
pottery. Within a year, he helped improve
the standard of pottery for the whole vil-
lage, and won the admiration of his com-
petitors. The village grew into a thriving
city within a few years.

Shun then traveled to a mountain village
to farm. Other farms wanted to offer him
land. He decided to share the land with
others so the whole community could grow
crops. At lake Zhe, Shun became a skilled
fisher and he quickly learned where the best
fishing parts of the river were. But he would
always leave those to others, and never took
the best spot for himself.

After Shun joined them, the intense
infighting among the fishermen stopped.
Miles away, in the capital Pingyang, which
would become modern-day Shanxi Prov-
ince, Emperor Yao, a wise and benevolent
ruler, was looking for a successor. He had
nine sons, but realized that none of them
had the virtue to inherit his throne. So
he sent out his ministers to find a worthy
candidate who had what it would take to
become the next ruler.

Yao’s ministers recommended Shun. After
Shun was brought to court, Emperor Yao
decided to test him. He let Shun marry his
two daughters. Along with a house and
dowry, he gave him a district to govern.

A Qing-dynasty
depiction of

E Huang and

Nii Ying,
daughters of
Emperor Yao who
married Shun.
Some legends
identify them as
goddesses of the
Xiang River in
today’s Hunan
Province,

which may have
played some role
in their testing of
Shun’s ability.
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Emperor Yao, a wise and benevolent ruler, was looking for a successor. So he sent out his ministers to
find a worthy candidate who had what it would take to become the next ruler .

This may sound strange today, but polyg-
amy was normal practice at that time. At
30 years old, you might think Shun had hit
the jackpot, but instead of riding off into
the sunset to live the good life, he contin-
ued to work in the field every day and even
convinced the two princesses to join him
in living a humble life in the countryside.

Shun’s own family saw his success and
became enraged. His half-brother lured
him into a barn and tried to burn him
alive. On another occasion, Shun’s step-
mother asked him to dig a new well for the
family, and tried to use it as a trap to bury
him alive. But Shun survived, and yet never
tried to blame or punish them. Not surpris-
ingly, among the 24 most celebrated Chi-
nese in terms of filial piety, Shun ranks
number one.

Towards the end of Emperor Yao’s reign,
Sun assumed the role of acting emperor
at 50 years old. After three years, he qui-
etly left for home so that Danzhu, Emperor
Yao’s son, could govern the country.

But the public demanded Shun to con-
tinue taking care of the state affairs. So
at 61, he officially became emperor, and
arranged compassionately for 39 years.

Do you know why I find the story so
interesting? Some ancient rulers in the
West also began their lives as peasants.
there was Diocletian of Rome, who rose
through the ranks of the military and Basil
I, the Byzantine emperor who took power
through a violent coup.

But Shun’s story is different. It makes
me wonder, what makes a good emperor?
Shun’s life shows us the five fundamen-
tal relationships in Confucian philosophy:
those between ruler and subject, father and
son, elder brother and younger brother,
husband and wife, friend and friend.

The Chinese philosopher Mencius said:
“The great Shun had a still greater delight
in what was good. He regarded virtue as
the common property of the people.”

In imperial China, people believed the
right to rule was granted by Heaven, and
that Heaven selected the ruler for his vir-
tue. Mencius commented on Shun’s reign:
“The sovereign can present a man to
Heaven, but he cannot make Heaven
give that man the throne. Yao presented
Shun to Heaven, and Heaven accepted
him. He presented him to the people,
and the people accepted him. Therefore,
I say heaven doesn’t speak. It simply
indicated its will by his personal con-

duct and the conduct of affairs.”

Sima Qian wrote in Records of the Grand
Historian that “civilization and kindness in
the world started with Shun.”

Before Shun’s death, instead of having his
own children take over the seat of power,
he passed his throne to Yu, who was famed
for controlling the notorious floods of the
Yellow River. He later founded the Xia
Dynasty.

Shun was a great man and a great emperor,
but actually he wasn't the only Chinese
emperor who came from a humble back-
ground. There was also Liu Bang, who
founded the Han Dynasty, and Zhu Yuan-
zhang, who founded the Ming Dynasty —
both through armed rebellion against the pre-
vious dynasties. But neither of them matched
Shun in terms of virtue or filial piety.

At the end of the day, Shun is known for
his rule of virtue. In the words of Confu-
cius, Shun was a sage of virtue, and thereby
an esteemed Son of Heaven. For centu-
ries, the rule of virtue that started with
Shun was a timeless golden standard for all
emperors and rulers in China, until 1949
when the foreign communist ideology took
over the Middle Kingdom.

Historians know that some 80 million
innocent lives were lost under the past 70
years of communist rule — more than the
victims from both World War I and World
War II put together. According to Free-
dom House, an independent human rights
NGO, China ranks among the worst most
closed societies in its 2021 “Freedom in the
World” report.

In this digital age Chinese people sadly
don’t have access to international media
outlets and social media platforms. In
Western media, we have learned about hor-
rific abuses such as the genocide in Xinji-
ang, forced organ harvesting from Falun
Gong practitioners, demolitions of Chris-
tian churches, imprisonment of human
rights lawyers, and outspoken reporters.

As Confucius said, “Study the past if
you would divine the future.” Many Chi-
nese hope that the time for returning to the
rule of virtue and to our cultural heritage is
long overdue.

It’s widely believed that the open soci-
ety in Taiwan where traditional culture
flourished along with a vibrant democracy
should be a successful model for mainland
China. Speaking of Taiwan, it’s time for tea
break and now I'm going to enjoy my high
mountain tea from the treasured island.
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